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News from the Georges Pond Association
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Summer is just around the corner.  Photo courtesy John Carr

A CALL TO ACTION: 
TOGETHER LET'S RESTORE GEORGES POND

Be informed, and help educate others about stewardship of the pond.
Join the GPA or renew your membership.

Attend the GPA annual meeting Sunday, July 7.
Request a LakeSmart review of your property. 

Volunteer to collect water and sediment samples.      
Be trained to conduct LakeSmart reviews.

Update your contact information.
Join the fundraising team.

Nominate new members for the GPA’s Board of Directors.
Pledge to the Fund to Restore Georges Pond.

Protecting Georges Pond depends on us, so what can we do?
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The Cost to Restore Georges Pond: $400,000

How Will GPA Raise
$370,000?

1.  $30,000 Phase #1:  Raised!
 
2.  $370,000 Phase #2: To be raised by the end of 2020
 
            $50,000:          Initial alum treatment in 2020
            $300,000:        Larger alum treatment in 2021
            $20,000:          Fixing watershed issues 
                                    (camp roads, erosion, and culverts)
 
              

Relying on East Pond’s successful
fundraising campaign as a model,

the GPA is seeking to raise
$120,000 in grants and $250,000

in private donations.

What's the Plan for Raising $250K 
in Private Donations?

Everything depends on each of us making a wise 2% investment.
By donating 2% of the assessed tax valuation of our properties, together we’ll raise
$250,000.
 
That’s the equivalent of donating an extra one-third of your tax payments each year for
the next two years to the Georges Pond Restoration Project.
 

Raising BIG money is a BIG challenge, but, then again, persistent algal blooms are
a very BIG problem that require an equally BIG response.

 
· Take advantage of a two-year pay period.  Payment in full is not due until December 31, 2020.

·      Join with others to make an intergenerational family gift.
·      Designate your gift as a memorial or in honor of someone special.

·      Invite your visitors and renters to donate.  They also care about the pond.
·      Consider the cost -- to you and others -- of not making this investment.

 
 
 

Go to www.georgespondassociation.org/two-percent-pledge.
Pledge online or download and mail your signed and dated form to: GPA, P.O. Box 30, Franklin, ME 04634

Submit your 2% pledge today! 
Questions?  Email us at georgespondassociation@gmail.com.

How Do I Actually Make My Pledge?

How Can I Afford to Make a 2% Investment?

A 2% investment will cost,
on average, about $5 a day,

less than the price of two
Starbucks coffees.

 
Your property’s value will increase.

When water clarity decreases, property values decrease.  
When water clarity increases, property values increase by 10% or more. 

You’ll continue to enjoy family traditions and memories.
As the pond’s water quality has declined, adult children and grandchildren are beginning to stay away 

or find other places to visit in the summer.  
Your donation will be tax deductible.

With your permission, your name (only) will appear in the GPA newsletter and website along with other donors 
to the Fund to Restore Georges Pond.

What Will Be the Return on My 2% Investment?

https://www.georgespondassociation.org/
https://www.georgespondassociation.org/lakesmart
https://www.georgespondassociation.org/two-percent-pledge


Jennifer Jespersen, Ecological Instincts and Kenneth Wagner, Water Resources Services

Preliminary Analysis from GPA Scientists

Based on data from 1977 to 2018, Georges Pond has been placed on the Maine DEP's “watch list"

due to changes in water quality in the past decade and specifically because of nuisance algal

blooms that began in 2012.

 

When phosphorus levels increase in a lake, the amount of algae generally increases. Humans can

add phosphorus to a lake through storm water runoff, lawn or garden fertilizers, agricultural

runoff, and leaky or poorly maintained septic systems.  Phosphorus can also be released from the

lake's bottom sediments through a chemical release when there is no oxygen at the sediment-

water interface (internal loading).

 

Several characteristics of Georges Pond and its watershed make the lake vulnerable to algal

blooms: the lake is spring fed with only one outlet (Georges Brook), it has a low flushing rate

(approximately once every two years), and it is relatively shallow (maximum depth of 45 feet,

mean depth of 14 feet).  In addition, the watershed is fairly developed (watershed load), and it

suffers from low levels of dissolved oxygen in the deepest areas of the lake, resulting in internal

phosphorus loading.

 

Georges Pond has experienced a significant shift in water quality since sampling began in 1977. 

Most notably, since 2012 the lake has experienced a significant decrease in water clarity (to < 2 m

in some years), a significant increase in chlorophyll-a (at concentrations 5 to 10+ times greater

than historic levels), an increase in the area of anoxia at the bottom of the lake (from below 8 m to

4 m), and reoccurring nuisance algal blooms (in four of the past seven years).

 

Georges Pond is clearly suffering from excessive internal phosphorus loading and external

watershed loading that warrant both in-lake and watershed action.  Reducing the phosphorus

concentration in Georges Pond from 20-22 parts per billion to 10-15 ppb is needed in order to

prevent future cyanobacteria blooms.  Watershed management in the form of runoff controls,

enhancement of wastewater management, and phosphorus inactivation within the pond (e.g.,

alum treatment) appear to have the greatest potential for achieving an appropriate phosphorus

reduction, with phosphorus inactivation likely to yield desirable conditions quickly and for up to

two decades. 

 

The Georges Pond Association, in cooperation with Maine DEP, is currently undertaking a

monitoring program to address the data gaps we need to fill in before finalizing the treatment

plan.  This includes collection of data to assess temperature, oxygen, phosphorus, nitrogen, and

algae from May to September 2019.  Management recommendations will be included in the

Georges Pond Watershed-Based Management Plan (WBMP) to be completed this fall.
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Renters Also Support Georges Pond
In the 1990s, Peg Slater and Lynn Bujnak brought their young children to Georges Pond and
rented a camp on South Shore Colony Road.  Recently, they sent a donation to the GPA along
with this note: “Please see that this check gets to the Georges Pond restoration fund.  This
pond is holy space for so many.”  We agree.  
Like us, our renters and visitors become deeply attached to this pond, and we’re grateful for
their ongoing interest in, and support of, the GPA’s restoration project.

Use Amazon Smile to
Benefit Georges Pond

 
Looking for another way to contribute to
the campaign to fix Georges Pond?
 
If you shop online using Amazon Smile,
0.05% of the cost of your purchases will go
to the Georges Pond Association if you
designate the GPA as the recipient of your
charitable donation.
 
Go to smile.amazon.com for information on
how to sign up for Amazon Smile.  Please
encourage your friends, co-workers, and
family to join you!

Shop & Support
Georges Pond!

www.cafepress.com/gpashop

GPA Online Store

Upcoming LakeSmart Volunteer Training
Mark your calendars - the next training session is June 29, 2019, on Georges Pond. 

If interested, contact Ginger Eliasberg at GeorgesPondAssociation@gmail.com. 

LakeSmart is an education program to assist lakefront property owners in keeping
storm water and pollutants from faulty septic systems out of lake waters.
 
Signing up for LakeSmart is easy! 
Go to GeorgesPondAssociation.org/lakesmart-signup and submit the form. 
A trained GPA LakeSmart volunteer will contact you to set up a property evaluation.

Get LakeSmart!

https://www.cafepress.com/gpashop
https://www.georgespondassociation.org/lakesmart-signup
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2019 Calendar of Events

Saturday, July 6:            Annual Beach Cleanup, 9 a.m. Meet at the public beach!
 
Sunday, July 7:               GPA Annual Meeting, 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.
                                                 Town of Franklin Office, Main Street
 
Saturday, July 13:         GPA Fun Day Fundraiser
                                                 DETAILS COMING SOON!
 

GPA Events

Franklin Historical Society

Sunday, July 28:      Blueberry Pancake Breakfast, 7 - 10 a.m.
 
 
Saturday, August 17:     Park Fest Picnic, 11 a.m. -  3 p.m.

June 20th: (Program night): open house and dedication of children's room to Bob and Dorothy
Fernald 
 
July 11th: Annual Strawberry Festival 
 
July 18th: (Program night) annual meeting and speaker Corry Pratt of Maine Alpaca
Experience 
 
August 15th: (Program night) Moonstock! (50th anniversary of Woodstock and moon landing) 
 
August 24th: 2nd Annual Lobster Fest 
 
September 19th: Program night (TBA) 
 
Watch for times & details at Facebook.com/FranklinLibrary or franklinmainelibrary.org.

Franklin Library

https://franklinmainelibrary.org/


BEFORE

AFTER

MISSION STATEMENT

We, the members of the Georges Pond 
Association (GPA), are united to 

promote the protection and 
enhancement of the water quality of 

Georges Pond; preserve its ecological, 
economic, recreational and aesthetic 

value; and work with the members and 
other interested parties to monitor 

water quality and promote responsible 
land use practices.

 
Georges Pond Association is a 501(c)3 

organization
 

GeorgesPondAssociation.org
 

                 @GeorgesPondAssociation

Georges Pond Association
PO Box 30

Franklin, ME 04634

A hooded merganser relaxing on the spring ice at
Georges Pond.

 Photo: Brian Friedmann


