
GPA Newsletter
News from the Georges Pond Association

Excessive phosphorus levels in Georges Pond have 

caused a series of algal blooms in recent years.  That’s 

the bad news.  The good news is that together we can 

restore the pond’s water quality.

Fixing Georges Pond - Phase 1

Doing the science
 

The GPA has engaged water scientists Jennifer Jespersen 

and Ken Wagner, who recently helped East Pond with its 

highly successful restoration project.  They’re helping us 

develop a treatment plan based on data we’ll be collecting 

throughout 2019.

 

                                                                         continued on next page...
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MISSION STATEMENT

We, the members of the Georges Pond 
Association (GPA), are united to 

promote the protection and 
enhancement of the water quality of 

Georges Pond; preserve its ecological, 
economic, recreational and aesthetic 

value; and work with the members and 
other interested parties to monitor 

water quality and promote responsible 
land use practices.

 
Georges Pond Association is a 501(c)3 

organization
 

GeorgesPondAssociation.org
 

                 @GeorgesPondAssociation

A beautiful winter sunset. Photo courtesy Sharon Oliver



Updating the Watershed Plan

Fixing Georges Pond - Phase 1, cont.

To minimize adding new phosphorus to the pond, the GPA is updating its current 10-year 

watershed plan.  Most importantly, we’re sponsoring the LakeSmart program.  Neighbors 

volunteer to help neighbors develop best practices for water and land management.  Even small 

changes prevent adding new phosphorus into the pond.  Our collective good stewardship will 

enable the GPA to qualify for grants and obtain permits to restore good water quality.

We have surpassed our Phase 1 fundraising goal!
Thanks to your generosity, the GPA has successfully raised slightly over 
$30,000, which will cover costs of Phase 1 of the Georges Pond 
Restoration Project.  To date, 68 donors have contributed, including 15 
donors who made gifts in memory of William (Bill) Woo.
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What's Next? 
Phase 2: Alum Treatments in 2020 and 2021

While making property improvements will continue beyond 2019, 
the focus of the second phase of the GPA’s Restoration Project 
will most likely be a two-stage alum treatment, beginning spring 
2020.
 
Alum treatments offer an effective, non-toxic, and immediate fix 
to the problem of excessive phosphorus. 
 
When applied in proper amounts and at sites determined by Phase 
1 research, an alum treatment works by binding alum with “legacy 
phosphorus” that has collected over many decades in bottom 
sediments.  The treatment prevents the release of phosphorus 
back into the water column that would otherwise feed algae and 
cause algal blooms.  
 
A smaller alum treatment is scheduled for spring 2020, and a 
larger, follow-up treatment will take place in spring 2021.

Alum treatments 
typically last from 10 

to 20 years, depending 
on our collective 

efforts to avoid adding 
new phosphorus to the 

pond.
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The Cost to Restore Georges Pond: $400,000

How Will GPA Raise 
$370,000?

1.  $30,000 Phase #1:  Raised!
 
2.  $370,000 Phase #2: To be raised by the end of 2020
 
            $50,000:          Initial alum treatment in 2020
            $300,000:        Larger alum treatment in 2021
            $20,000:          Addressing watershed problems
 
              Phase 2 fundraising kicks off this Spring!

The goal is to raise funds 
with a 40/60 mix of grants 

and private donations. 
 

   40% grants: $120,000. 
 The GPA is in the process of 

seeking DEP grants and 
applying to a variety of 

foundations. 
 

   60% private donations: 
$250,000.

What Can You Do Now?
Join/renew your GPA membership.  Annual dues are 
$25, which you may pay online at 
www.GeorgesPondAssociation.org or by mailing your 
check, payable to the GPA, to P.O. Box 30, Franklin, ME 
04634.  Attend the annual meeting Sunday, July 7, 
2019.

Join LakeSmart.  Make even small, incremental 
improvements to your property.  To reduce phosphorus, 
consider building up natural buffers along the shoreline 
to filter storm water into the ground instead of allowing it 
to run directly into the pond.  The GPA has trained 
LakeSmart volunteers who can help you identify small 
steps that can make a big difference.  To schedule a 
property review, go to 
www.GeorgesPondAssociation.org/lakesmart.
 
Join a working group.  Volunteer to be trained as a 
LakeSmart team member.  Help out neighbors with their 
improvement projects.  Offer to collect water samples, or 
join the fundraising team.

Shop & Support 
Georges Pond!

www.cafepress.com/gpashop

GPA Online Store

Thanks to ponder Chuck Dawes and the crew at Lakes Environmental 
Association for the bathymetric map of Georges Pond! Visit the GPA 

store to order merchandise featuring this new map.

https://www.georgespondassociation.org/
https://www.georgespondassociation.org/lakesmart
https://www.cafepress.com/gpashop
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East Pond - Before and After Alum Treatment
East Pond, one of the seven Belgrade Lakes, has had algal blooms for more than 20 years.  In 
2018 East Pond received an alum treatment to treat excessive phosphorus, the source of the 
problem.  
As long-time East Pond resident Jerry Tipper recently reported, “We can now see rocks at the 
bottom of East Pond that we haven’t seen for 70 years!”

East Pond before East Pond after

Loyal Visitor Also a Loyal Donor

 

Jeff Schaefer, who lives in the Cincinnati, 
Ohio area, grew up in the 1960s visiting the 
Koch camp at 130 South Shore Colony Road, 
the property now owned by Marvin Ellison 
and Frank Brooks.  
 
Jeff’s childhood summers on the pond were 
so important to him that as an adult, he and 
his wife Barbara have brought their own two 
sons to Georges Pond the past 13 years.  
 
Jeff is a dues-paying member of the GPA, 
and the Schaefers are generous donors to the 
Georges Pond Restoration Project. Thank 
you, Jeff and Barbara!

Use Amazon Smile to 
Benefit Georges Pond

 
Looking for another way to contribute to 
the campaign to fix Georges Pond?
 
If you shop online using Amazon Smile, 
0.05% of the cost of your purchases will go 
to the Georges Pond Association if you 
designate the GPA as the recipient of your 
charitable donation.
 
Check the GPA website for more 
information on how to sign up for Amazon 
Smile.  Please encourage your friends, co-
workers, and family to join you!
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LakeSmart - A Testimonial
LakeSmart is an education program to assist 
lakefront property owners in keeping storm water 
and pollutants from faulty septic systems out of 
lake waters.  
 
The program is voluntary, free, and community-
building.  Trained volunteers perform property 
assessments and provide individualized 
suggestions.
 
Since July 2018, GPA trained volunteers have 
performed a record 20 site evaluations.  Every 
property benefits from a review, and eight of the 
nine LakeSmart award recipients made additional 
improvements after their LakeSmart surveys had 
been completed.  

Signing up for LakeSmart is easy! Go to 
GeorgesPondAssociation.org/lakesmart-signup 

and submit the form. 
A trained GPA LakeSmart volunteer will contact you 

to set up a property evaluation.

 

“It was as easy as can be to tackle a few projects,” 
says ponder Becky West Dick.  “I planted grass 
instead of patio bricks, and I put up gutters and 
planted hostas to absorb and divert rain runoff."

Upcoming LakeSmart 
Volunteer Training!

Mark your calendars - the next training 
session is June 29, 2019, on Georges Pond. 

If interested, contact Ginger Eliasberg at 
GeorgesPondAssociation@gmail.com. 

BEFORE

AFTER

https://www.georgespondassociation.org/lakesmart-signup

